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The word as graphic element is the departure point of “Drawing Everyday”. Visual diary of 
Stefano Chiassai ", an exhibition curated by Valentina Gensini, organized by MUS.E in 
collaboration with ADI Toscana. The collection will be shown in Florence, at MAD Murate Art 
District from 21 September to 12 November 2023. 
The exhibition presented by MAD Murate Art District, offers a selection of previously unseen 
drawings made by Chiassai between 2022 and 2023, juxtaposed to some pieces from the two-
year period 2020-2021. After the Milanese exhibition “Stefano Chiassai. Beyond the lockdown. 
Drawings, fabrics, colors" - exhibited at the ADI Design Museum in Milan in 2021, and the 
exhibition "Diary of a Lockdown" presented in Arezzo in 2022, the unseen works at the heart of 
"Drawing Everyday. Visual diary of Stefano Chiassai” are proposed at MAD in an especially 
conceived and designed project for the Laura Orvieto, Ketty La Rocca and Semi-octagon rooms of 
the Murate complex. 
 
Drawings, fabrics, precious tapestries and design objects, characterized by words, geometric 
layouts, patterns, figures, revive a collective shared memory encompassing the eventful period 
from 2021 to 2023 through a site-specific project of never previously seen materials.  
The evocative fusion of visual languages, a reflection of Chiassai's eclectic creativity, establishes a 
dialogue between Florence’s historical past in a chromatic triumph deeply linked to the tapestries 
artistic design, and contemporary art. 
At the heart of the opus is the daily practice of felt-tip pen drawing which does not allow for 
errors or revisions, an orderly discipline, a method to re-elaborate global events, as they reach our 
desks and our homes through the journalistic writing of newspapers. Chiassai reprocesses 
everything with irony and a popular touch, translating the collective perception of present history. 
On October 5th, in occasion of the new exhibition, three tapestries based on Stefano Chiassai's 
designs on a jacquard loom from the fine Bonotto manufacture will be presented at the MAD.  
The three tapestries - exhibited to the public in occasion of Florence Art Week, follow an 
exhibition program promoted by the Municipality of Florence dedicated to contemporary art 
scheduled for the first week of October.  
The works represent three different subjects: solidarity with the drama of Iranian women, 
portrayed by Chiassai whilst demonstrating for their rights, in contrasting black and white; the 
tragedy  of the Ukrainian war, representing the bombings that have been afflicting the civilian 
population for months, in constant request for help; a representation of Stefano Chiassai himself, 



 

 

 

reacting to the storms of history with an explosion of energy, inviting the public not to despair and 
to keep a childlike gaze.  
The three tapestries will be presented on 5 October at 5.30 pm, with a talk held by Stefano 
Chiassai, Perla Gianni (ADI) and Luigi Bonotto (Manifattura Bonotto), focusing on tapestry 
design and technique, followed by the opening of the new exhibition hall. The room will remain 
open from 5th to 8th October from 2.30 to 7.30 pm. A Sunday visit on 8 October (between 10 and 
11.30 am)will be by reservation only. 
 
Stefano Chiassai trained at the Istituto Statale d'Arte in Florence. In 1980 he created his brand 
"STEFANO CHIASSAI" and a few years later, in 1985, he founded the "SCS Studio Chiassai". In 1987 
his idea of fashion represented Italian style at the Barcelona Youth Biennial. From 1988 to 2000 he 
was appointed teacher at Polimoda in Florence teaching "Menswear Fashion Design". Since 1994, 
after the closure of his company, the Studio's work has focused on style and trend consultancy for 
numerous brands. Chiassai's work is anchored to the luxury sector with projects with a strong 
urban style. Since the early 2000s, he has designed various menswear lines internationally. His is a 
visual dialogue based on an aesthetic aimed at reconciling artisan tradition and new technologies. 
Since 2009, with the support of his study, it has become "Fendi Uomo".  Fashion research has 
always been central to his modus operandi. Over time he has collected 20,000 vintage garments 
and accessories, which are now kept in: "TheCube Archive", an exclusive vintage fashion archive. 
To support the innumerable activities by Chiassai an editorial production exists since 2016: he has 
published Caosordinato (2016, Nuova Libra); Ritmoemotivo (2018, Nuova Libra); Blue Tailoring 
(2020, Silvana Editoriale); Diary of a lockdown (2021); 8 March 2020-31 August 2021 (Silvana 
Editoriale). 
 
MAD Murate Art District is a civic center for research, artistic production, and international 
exchange, housed in the restored spaces of the former Murate city prison and managed by the 
MUS.E. Since March 2014 it has been offering exhibitions, meetings, critical insights, 
performances, workshops and public art projects centered on contemporary themes and artistic 
languages. The strongly interdisciplinary cut, on the basis of which the projects are selected and 
produced, is oriented towards actively involving citizens. Since its opening, MAD has concentrated 
its activities on the production of works and performances, through the selection of national and 
international artists called to carry out research periods dedicated to specific projects, with 
particular attention to the social context and the historical memory of this unique place which also 
includes among its spaces the section of the so-called Carcere Duro, the most severe detention 
area of the 19th-20th century prison, where, among others, Carlo Ludovico Ragghianti, Carlo Levi 
and Gaetano Salvemini were imprisoned. The place remains in the heart of Florence as a living and 
tangible document, witness of those who have experienced this chapter firsthand. 
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055 247 6873 
Opening to the public: from Tuesday to Saturday, from 2.30 to 7.30 pm 
Apertura al pubblico: dal martedì al sabato dalle 14:30 alle 19:30 
www.murateartdistrict.it 
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