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This exhibition is a side event in the packed schedule of appointments and celebrations 
for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, which was wanted by Pope Francis; the display 
aims to be a moment of reflection and partaking with the above-mentioned theme by a 
contemporary artist, Laura Zeni.  
 

The exhibition “Laura Zeni. Nel segno della Misericordia/Laura Zeni. In the sign of Mercy” 
will be held at the Church of San Bernardino alle Ossa of Milan from the 5-31 October. It 
displays five site specific works by the Milanese artist, that focus on solidarity and man, in a 
continuous search and motion.  
 

The large canvases, which are placed into an alcove on the right of the altar and into both the 
side chapels of the Church, express an “individual and collective, real and metaphorical, 
historical and meta-historical destiny, in an eternal perspective of gathering and universal and 
atemporal acceptance. They are works that – in Laura Zeni’s artistic way of expression – refer 
to the message of Charity and Mercy addressed to all Faiths, not only from the religious, but 
also the secular and modern points of view”, as the curator of the exhibition, Stefano Valera, 
says.  
 

The Church of San Bernardino alle Ossa in Milan has an old history of mercy and charity and in 
times past was the gathering place for the secular members of the Confraternity of the 
Disciplini, charitable men who cared for the sick and dying at a nearby hospital, also burying the 
dead. In the chapel of the Charnel House, attached to the Church of San Bernardino, a unique 
work of art was created at the end of the seventeenth century: a series of mosaics made by 
using the bones of the dead. 
Within this tradition, Laura Zeni’s contemporary art exhibition finds its place as a moment 
of reflection and testimony of historical continuity, recovering a multi-century tradition of 
solidarity and love towards the suffering and those in trouble. 
It is a great occasion to reaffirm the values of an attitude of open-mindedness, understanding 
and acceptance of others, in accordance with everybody’s spiritual and cultural diversities. 
 

Short biography 
Laura Zeni is a versatile artist who loves to experiment with the art and design languages. After 
graduating from Brera Academy she exhibited in several venues in Italy and abroad. In the 
latest years she has held personal exhibitions at Superstudio Più (Milan), Spazio Tadini (Milan), 
Palazzo Comunale/Town Hall Palace (Cremona), Triennale di Milano (Milan), Eataly Smeraldo 
(Milan), DAI Studio (Rome), ArtMoorHouse (London), Fiat Chrysler Motor Village (London), 
Chiostri dell’Umanitaria (Milan) and Jannelli&Volpi (Milan). She has taken part in various 
collective exhibitions and artistic events as the Biennale Italia-Cina (Turin) and the ones at the 



Fortezza del Priamàr (Savona), the Central Archives of the State (Rome) and Onishi Project 
(New York). She lives and works in Milan. www.laurazeni.it 
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Exhibition details 
Title Laura Zeni. Nel segno della Misericordia/Laura Zeni. In the sign of Mercy 
Curated by Stefano Valera 
Venue Church of San Bernardino alle Ossa - Via Verziere 2, Milan 
Dates 5 - 31 October 2016 
Opening Tuesday 4 October, 6pm 
Opening Hours Monday - Friday, 9am-6pm - Saturday, 9.30am-6pm - Sunday, Mass and 
afternoon closure 
Entrance free 
Info Stefano Valera: mob. 335 326406 - stefano.valera@libero.it 
www.stefanovalera.it 
 
Press office for Laura Zeni  
IBC Irma Bianchi Communication  
Ph. +39 02 8940 4694 - mob. + 39 328 5910857 - info@irmabianchi.it  
text and photo downloads from www.irmabianchi.it 
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