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The exhibition “Marc Didou. Pars Oculi” - curated by Philippe Daverio, Elena Maria Gregori
Daverio and Marco Teseo - launches the rich agenda of events planned for 2017 at the
Biblioteca del Daverio.

On display from 19 to 25 January, it will be possible to admire the extraordinary works by
Marc Didou, a French artist who has been working for years on anamorphosis, optical
illusions and games of light and perspective.

On display by the artist, there are a group of more than 20 sculptures, accompanied by
drawings and sketches. His works unite concept with figurative art, ancient with modern
art, thus allowing the viewer to wonder about being and appearing, on what is real and
what is imaginary. It is in fact through anamorphic distortions that the subjects are partially
concealed and it is possible to discern them only observing their representations from
precise positions.

Marc Didou’s artistic experimentation is very innovative and oriented towards the use of
new technologies, towards the process of deconstruction — especially of the human body;
it combines the expressive potential of sculpture with that of scientific language, the
Magnetic Resonance Tomography in particular. Thus, he creates a connection among the
materials, such as iron, bronze, marble, wood and radio imaging or IT data that become an
integral part in the making of his very balanced and harmonious works.

Philippe Daverio’s words about the exhibition are very telling: “Pars oculi. You should
also please the eye, everybody knows that, especially Marc Didou, who uses his eye not
only to look, but to get his intellect to see. So it became obvious to him to rediscover that
peculiar technique that generated curiosity in curious people: anamorphosis. Sixteenth-
century humanists loved it, as they decided to go beyond the linear perspective used by
Brunelleschi and the intuitive two-point perspective used by Leonardo. That’s when the
passion for optically transparent and reflecting bodies was born, allowing them to
reproduce a flat image through the physical appearance of the third dimension.

A revolution. Hans Holbein provided an extraordinary example for it with his painting ‘The
Ambassadors’ in 1533 where the academics lean on a shelf full of geophysical and
musical technical instruments, pursuant to the best scholastic tradition of the ‘quadrivium’:
arithmetic, geometry, astronomy and music.



Today Marc Didou walks up a similar road and renews it. He runs opposite Holbein’s
direction though: he substitutes arithmetic with computer science, geometry with a plastic
restoration of the image so that it becomes the object. This all contributes to create a
musical harmony that seems to open one’s mind to the different dimensions of the
cosmos. Thus, the artifice becomes work of art. Thus, to look is to see. Thus, to see turns
into a surprise. Thus, the surprise opens one’s mind to the magic of imagination”.

Short biography: Marc Didou was born in 1963 in Brest, where he went to school and
attended the High School of Fine Arts. In 1987, he obtained a postgraduate diploma in
Plastic Arts and started to experiment with steel. He made his first sculptures by using
wrought iron in 1988. He has had several international exhibitions in public and private
venues. His first solo exhibition was at the Museum of Fine Arts of Brest in 1991. The
Regional Fund for Contemporary Art of Brittany dedicated to him an exhibition, first at the
TNB (National Theatre of Brittany) in Rennes, in 1993, and later, in 1995, at the Museum
of Cohue in Vannes. In 1996, he debuted with the series of sculptures made by using the
magnetic resonance technique, from biomedical imaging technology. Later he became
teacher at the High School of Fine Arts of Brest, staying from 1999 to 2004.

His works were put on display at the Martini & Ronchetti Gallery of Genoa in 2002, 2005,
2009 and at other Italian art venues among which there are Villa Croce, Museum of
Contemporary Art of Genoa, in 2003 and the Raggianti Foundation of Lucca in 2004. In
2005, in Turin he launched his sound sculpture “Eco/Echo”, placed in the area of the Mole
Antonelliana. He exhibited in 2007 in the United Kingdom at the Queen’s University of
Belfast. In 2009, he was in Genoa at the National Gallery of Palazzo Spinola and in 2012,
in Venice at Palazzo Loredan.

In 2015, he took part in the project “L’art au fil de la Rance/The art along the Rance” in the
French town Plouér-sur-Rance and in “Lieux Mouvants/Moving places” in Lanrivain. In
2016, he took part in a group exhibition at the Eulenspiegel Gallery of Basle and at the De
Rohan Gallery in Landerneau with a solo exhibition. www.marcdidou.com

At the end of the exhibition at Biblioteca del Daverio the visitor can see or inquire about the
works on display at Teseo Arte, the reference gallery in Milan for the artist.
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