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From 11 to 29 July the prestigious venue of Event Space of Lombardy Region in the Pirelli 
tower in Milan will host the solo exhibition of Betto Lotti “Paesaggi lombardi luoghi dello 
spirito/Lombardy landscapes as places of the soul”, curated by Daniele Lotti and Lauretta 
Scicchitano, with the presentation by Philippe Daverio. 
 

The artistic career of Betto Lotti (1894-1977) is presented in the rich display of the exhibition 
with more than 70 works - paintings, watercolours, charcoal pencil works and engravings -, that 
are dated between 1911 and 1973, and highlight the fact that in the artist's painting the themes 
of landscapes and open spaces have always been favoured and he has always poetically 
described the places that are dearest to him, the Lombardy landscapes.  
 
The exhibition opens up with a group of works made between 1911 and 1914, mostly made by 
using charcoal pencil, as well as the only oil painting left from that period, Le anime/Souls 
(1913). These are the years when at the Academy the artist got close to Ottone Rosai, together 
with whom he displayed in several exhibitions after graduation. The next group of works on 
display focuses on his engravings, to which the artist dedicated himself for a long time: he 
lingers on different themes and subjects, such as scenes from the daily working life as in Nel 
cantiere/At the building site (1918) or La Grande Fornace/The Great Furnace (1913), and also 
leisure scenes as in La Taverna/The Tavern (1913). Both in the etchings and lithographs, the 
strokes are clear-cut, dry, very precise and neat, the volumes are strong, the lines are elegant 
and the use of chiaroscuro is extremely harmonious. Next to these works there are also on 
display some sketches drawn from the trenches and during his imprisonment in the Austrian 
POW camp of Sigmundsherberg, during the first World War. 
Then the next section is dedicated to the 1920s-1930s, when his strong artistic streak as an 
illustrator and poster designer came out. During this period Lotti is involved in collaborations in 
Italy and abroad. There are cross references to symbolism and expressionism, which are very 
original and of strong impact, also due to the use of bright colours and well defined strokes. 
They are La dame poussée par le vent/The lady driven by the wind (1925), the illustration for 
the music house Saporetti and Cappelli (1925) and Lotti Clown (1925), the poster that gave him 
international fame. 
Next on display there is an important event in the artist's life, the transfer of his teaching post to 
Lombardy, first to Stradella and later to Como: these are the first testimonies of this regional 
reality among which there are worth mentioning the watercolours In risaia/In the rice field 
(1934), Lago di Como/Lake Como (1940) and Barche sul lago di Garda/Boats on Lake Garda 
(1957); these themes recur also in the drawings and in the Indian ink works from the same 



period, such as Cantieri a Milano/Building sites in Milan (1952) and La Portatrice/The carrying 
lady (1961). 
These works anticipate the core of the exhibition, that is the room dedicated to the Lombardy 
landscape paintings which are all oil works. They are characterized by a strong link with nature 
and the surroundings in a close connection with the art movement of the Twentieth Century, 
which favoured the purity of forms and overall harmony. These works are also charged with 
spirituality and are pervaded by a melancholic atmosphere, that is linked to the artist's 
memories of his past life in Liguria and Tuscany. From the Lombardy region there are described 
places from their different sides, but also colours, the changing of light during the different hours 
of the day, and people, their works and habits, and what emerges is a complete and thorough 
tale. In the landscapes which are characterized by a constant overall balance, what emerges 
are the essential elements which are portrayed by using tenuous colours and dim lights in a 
quiet and solemn atmosphere. 
Soft and blended brush strokes and delicate hues describe a scene from daily life, a scene 
which is linked to the simple rural life in the painting Le Mondine/Rice Weeders (1952), where 
four women are bent down in the natural gestures of their work in the rice fields. The essential 
quality of representation, of architectural and natural elements - as in Rustici al sole/Rustic 
buildings in the sun (1957), Autunno/Autumn (1962), Brianza (1963) and Periferia/Outskirts 
(1967) - highlights the close connection between Lotti and the masters Carrà, Soffici, Rosai and 
De Pisis. However his work is different due to his personal seal: a great care in managing 
spaces, studying volumes and spreading of colours. His landscapes, which are rich in romantic 
lyricism, are described in a neat and real way and translate on the canvases the hidden natural 
beauty and vibrations and reveal the past life experiences of the artist, the emotional and 
mental aspects, and his strong spirituality.  
The final part of the exhibition gathers a group of works from the 1970s, that are characterized 
by a drier and more essential painting. It is influenced by geometrical abstract art and by the 
artist's friendship with a group of abstract art artists from Como and Milan. 
 

The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue in Italian and English with a critical text by 
Philippe Daverio, curated by Daniele Lotti and Lauretta Scicchitano, and published by Studio 
Bolzani.  
 

Short biography. Betto Lotti (1894-1977) was born in Taggia (Imperia). He attended the Artistic 
Lyceum in Venice and the Academy of Fine Arts of Florence where he became friend with 
Ottone Rosai. After he graduated he went on with his artistic career: charcoal, oil painting, 
watercolour and engravings are the techniques he favoured. He spent time with artists such as 
Carrà, Soffici, Papini, and Campana with whom he shared years of great cultural and artistic 
excitement.  
Already from his first group etchings exhibitions Lotti showed a precocious natural talent for this 
technique and obtained important distinctions. In 1913 in Florence, on the occasion of his first 
solo exhibition together with Rosai, both artists received great appreciation from Marinetti, 
Boccioni, Carrà, Papini and Soffici. 
During the First World War he was imprisoned in a POW camp in Austria where he continued to 
paint. In 1918 he went back to Florence and spent his time in the lively artistic environment of 
the historical café of Giubbe Rosse. During these years he began a fruitful career as a 
journalist, illustrator and poster designer in Italy and abroad. In 1936 he obtained the teaching 
post for graphic arts in Como where he moved with his family. From 1940 on Lotti affirmed his 
position within the Italian artistic movement of the Twentieth Century and mostly dedicated 
himself to oil painting.  
He took part in group and solo exhibitions in public and private venues and he is considered 
one of the main characters of the artistic scenery.  
During his career he received acknowledgements and prizes, and his works are present in 
public and private collections. Several articles, catalogues and critical texts were published on 
him, among these there are worth mentioning those by Luciano Caramel, Raffaele De Grada 
and Elena Pontiggia. 
 

 



 
Exhibition details 
Title Paesaggi lombardi luoghi dello spirito/Lombardy landscapes as places of the soul 
Curated by Daniele Lotti and Lauretta Scicchitano 
Venue Event Space of Lombardy Region - Pirelli Tower - Via Fabio Filzi 22 - Milan  
Dates 11-29 July 2017 
 

grand opening Tuesday, 11 July at 1pm 
with the participation of Philippe Daverio 
 

Catalogo Italian/English, with a critical text by Philippe Daverio, published by Studio Bolzani 

Opening hours Monday to Thursday 9am-12:30pm and 2pm-5:30 pm | Friday 9am-1pm  
Entrance fee free admission 
Info to the public info@lottiart.it - mob. 338 7276041 
 

Exhibition press office 
IBC Irma Bianchi Communication 
Ph. +39 02 8940 4694 - mob. + 39 328 5910857 - info@irmabianchi.it  
text and image downloads from www.irmabianchi.it 
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