
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Maria Cristina Carlini Biography 

 

Maria Cristina Carlini was born in Varese in 1942, where she spent her early years. 

The daughter of an industrialist, she moved with her family to Milan in 1952. 

Her artistic journey began in the early 1970s in Palo Alto, California, where she attended a specialist 

ceramics course, an experience that profoundly shaped her artistic development. 

After returning to Europe in 1975, she continued her artistic practice in Brussels while also teaching 

wheel-throwing. 

Returning to Milan in 1978, she opened her studio, “Le Terre”, in the Brera district, a place of research 

and experimentation that became the centre of her creative practice. 

She subsequently continued to develop her research at the California College of Arts and Crafts in San 

Francisco, where she came into contact with the New Ceramics movement, an experience that helped to 

shape her distinctive artistic language. 

Initially working with stoneware and lava stone, Carlini gradually expanded her artistic language by 

introducing materials such as Corten steel, iron, and reclaimed wood, often used in monumental 

sculptures that have become a distinctive hallmark of her work. 

From the 1990s onwards, her exhibition activity developed on an international scale. She exhibited at the 

Grand Palais in Paris, in Brussels, Prague, and numerous Italian cities, in exhibitions curated by leading art 

critics and historians. 

The year 2009 marked a significant moment in her career: Paris dedicated a major exhibition to her, 

featuring monumental installations throughout the historic city centre, while Madrid hosted a major 

urban exhibition of her work. In the years that followed, her work reached China, where she participated 

in Expo Shanghai 2010 with installations permanently installed in Beijing, Tianjin, and Shanghai. During 

the same period, she also exhibited in the United States, further consolidating her international profile. 

On the occasion of EXPO 2015, the imposing ten-metre-high monumental sculpture La nuova città che 

sale, in Corten steel and reclaimed wood, was permanently installed at Fiera Milano Rho, while the large-

scale sculpture Vento was installed in the Parco dell’Arte at Milan’s Idroscalo. In the same year, the 

director Matteo Bernardini produced a documentary on the artist. 

Her works form part of public and private collections and are permanently displayed in museums, 

institutions, and public spaces across Europe, the United States, and China. 

Maria Cristina Carlini’s artistic research develops around the relationship between matter, nature, and 

memory. Earth, iron, wood, and fire become the means through which she reflects on the energy of 

nature, transformation, and the passage of time. 

The use of natural and reclaimed materials reflects a constant concern with sustainability and the 

relationship between humanity and the environment; two themes that run throughout her work. 

She has been invited to exhibit at major museums and institutional venues, including the Francesco 

Messina Studio Museum and the Stelline Foundation. 

In 2024, the monumental sculpture Obelisco was permanently installed in Piazza Berlinguer in Milan. In 

the same year, the documentary Maria Cristina Carlini. Il coraggio della grandezza (the courage of 

greatness), directed by Pino Farinotti and Tiziano Sossi, shed light on her life and artistic journey.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In 2025, the Maria Cristina Carlini ETS Foundation was established with the aim of preserving, enhancing, 
and promoting more than fifty years of artistic research, fostering study, public outreach, and 
collaboration with cultural institutions. 
In 2026, she participated with three sculptures in SUSTART – Sustainable Art, an international forum held 
at the Chamber of Deputies in Rome under the artistic and scientific direction of Marco Eugenio Di 
Giandomenico, as the sole artist selected for the event. 
For Milan Design Week, she was invited by Superstudio Maxi, as part of SuperCity, to exhibit 
monumental sculptures, including the previously unseen Le Tribù. At the same time, she inaugurated the 
new Ex-Koelliker courtyard within the Milano Certosa District with a large-scale sculpture. In June, the 
monumental sculpture Origine (2019) was permanently installed in the Horti of the Almo Collegio 
Borromeo in Pavia. 
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