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VIVENTI

“Materie viventi” brings the evocative and enigmatic art of Maria Cristina Carlini to the spaces of Palazzo
Reale.

Through this exhibition, two of the artist's monumental sculptures, Bosco and Filemone e Bauci, take
centre stage in the courtyard and gardens of Palazzo Reale. The exhibition is the result of a collaboration
between the City of Milan, the Maria Cristina Carlini Foundation, and the Ethicando Association of Milan.
The exhibition forms an integral part of the SUART 2026 programme, an international forum on the
sustainability of art that brings together leading figures from the worlds of institutions, professions,
business, art, and culture. It is held under the patronage of the Ministry of Enterprise and Made in Italy
and organised in collaboration with the Pontifical University of Comillas in Madrid, the University of
Milan, the University of Florence, and UnitelmaSapienza University in Rome.

Maria Cristina Carlini's artistic vision is closely aligned with the forum’s guiding themes. For decades, her
work has centred on an in-depth exploration of materials, which she transforms and shapes into
compelling works that draw their expressive power from the relationship between art and nature.

Carlini is widely regarded as one of the leading figures in contemporary Italian sculpture. Her work has
received widespread international acclaim, reflected in the many awards and honours she has received
and in the inclusion of her works in exhibitions and public and private collections throughout Europe, the
Americas, and Asia.

Her international reputation has never weakened her connection to Milan, the city in which she has long
lived and worked. Several sites across the city are now home to her sculptures, including the Obelisco,
recently donated by the artist and installed in a square not far from her studio.

Curated by the art critic Marco Eugenio Di Giandomenico, Materie viventi not only enriches the outdoor
spaces of Palazzo Reale with striking works, but also contributes to a broader cultural dialogue, fostering
reflection on the relationship between art and culture and the most pressing challenges of our time.

Giuseppe Sala
(Mayor of Milan)
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