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Enerqgy is liberated matter,
matter is energy waiting to happen.
(Bill Bryson)

In recent years, environmental issues have become one of the most important topics on a global scale.
Climate change, pollution, biodiversity loss, and the excessive exploitation of natural resources represent
challenges that involve governments, businesses, and citizens alike. In this context, art has also assumed
a significant role, becoming a tool for reflection and awareness-raising, with the aim of fostering greater
ecological consciousness and promoting more responsible behaviour towards the planet.

Traditionally, art has been regarded as a means of expressing emotions, depicting reality, and
representing the beauty of the world. Today, however, many artists feel the need to address the
environmental issues and, consequently, the social challenges of our time. Through paintings,
photographs, sculptures, installations, and performances, they draw attention to the effects of pollution,
deforestation, and the excessive consumption of resources. The aim is not merely to create aesthetically
pleasing works, but also to encourage critical reflection and prompt the public to question their
relationship with nature.

One of the most interesting aspects of this relationship is art’s ability to communicate in an immediate
and emotional way. Scientific data, statistics, and environmental reports often prove difficult for many
people to understand or engage with. A work of art, by contrast, can speak directly to the viewer's
sensibility and evoke emotions such as wonder, concern, or empathy. In this way, the environmental
message becomes more effective and memorable. Art is thus able to transform complex issues into visual
and sensory experiences that foster awareness and understanding.

Obviously, art cannot replace the concrete actions required to reduce emissions or protect ecosystems,
but its contribution can help to spread awareness that major social transformations depend not only on
legislation, but also on culture and on people’s mindsets. In this sense, art can foster the cultural change
that is indispensable for building a collective consciousness oriented towards supporting more
sustainable policies and behaviours.

For these reasons, we believe it is important to promote the role of artists and cultural institutions in
advancing sustainable development, precisely as the international conference promoted by SUART and
the two installations, Bosco and Filemone e Bauci, hosted respectively in the Courtyard of Honour and
the Garden of Palazzo Reale, seek to do. These works by Maria Cristina Carlini, who for many years has
pursued an artistic practice grounded in the dialogue between humanity, nature, and matter, represent a
significant example of how art can contribute to raising awareness of environmental issues.

By frequently using natural and reclaimed materials, to which she gives new life through artistic creation,
the sculptor invites us to consider matter not as a simple object to be used and consumed, but as a living
element, imbued with memory and capable of regenerating itself through art.

Domenico Piraina
(Director of Culture and Director of Palazzo Reale, Milan)
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