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An enthusiastic audience welcomes the works of Maria Cristina Carlini at the 
Chamber of Deputies: matter, memory and landscape at the SUSTART 2026 forum. 
 

SUSTART, the international forum dedicated to the sustainability of art and culture, achieved 
great success at the Chamber of Deputies. Now in its third edition, the event is directed by 
Marco Eugenio Di Giandomenico, Artistic and Scientific Director.  
 

The initiative, held on March 4 from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM, brought together institutional 
representatives and leading figures from business, the professions, academia and 
universities, alongside key actors from the art and cultural sectors. The forum focused on 
the role of cultural promotion as a driver for territorial development and sustainable growth, 
in line with the goals of the United Nations Agenda 2030 and the UNESCO Culture 2030 
Indicators program.  
 

Alongside the forum, as every year, the work of a contemporary artist was presented. For 
the 2026 edition, the selected artist was Maria Cristina Carlini, an internationally renowned 
sculptor from Milan whose work has long explored the relationship between matter, nature, 
and transformation.  
 

Three emblematic works from her artistic research were exhibited at the forum: 
Verso l’Infinito (2010) in corten steel, together with Scala in bronzo (2008) and the more 
ethereal Scala in grès e ferro (2016).  
 

The ladder motif, recurring in the artist’s work, takes on a strong symbolic dimension. With 
its enigmatic aura, it connects past and present and suggests a visionary architecture whose 
partially hidden and unknown destination unfolds through steps that progressively diminish 
until they reach the unknown. The ladder thus becomes a path toward the future, a tension 
toward what cannot yet be seen but continues to guide humanity’s journey. 
 

The work in corten steel—a material that recalls the appearance of iron while possessing 
exceptional resistance and durability—allows the sculpture to engage in dialogue with space 
and time. « I began my research working with clay,” the artist explains, “while studying in the 
United States, in California, in Palo Alto. Since then I have always sought a dialogue with 
matter, with materials that carry a memory within them.» 
 



  
 
 

Reflection on the memory of materials is indeed central to Carlini’s artistic poetics. In her 
works, reclaimed elements—wood, grass, paper, and metals—often coexist, transformed 
and brought back to life through the artistic gesture. 
 

As curator Marco Eugenio Di Giandomenico emphasized: « A work of art must create a 
consonance of voices between itself and the landscape in which it is placed. Otherwise, 
we remain in the realm of decoration. A work that does not resonate, that does not dialogue 
with the ancestral sounds of the landscape and with the other monuments of the territory, is 
not truly a work of art». 
 

This approach that places the relationship between artwork, space, and nature at the center, 
makes Carlini’s work particularly consistent with the themes explored by SUSTART, 
dedicated to the connection between culture, social responsibility, and sustainable 
development. The curator added: «Maria Cristina Carlini is a sustainable artist in the 
most authentic sense of the term: her installations dialogue with their context and landscape 
without imposing themselves upon it».  
 

The sculptures of Maria Cristina Carlini are included in public and private collections and in 
permanent installations in Italy and abroad. During the event it was also announced that the 
artist will be the protagonist of a solo exhibition at Palazzo Reale in Milan, scheduled for 
summer 2026. 
 

SUSTART is organized by Milan-based Ethicando Association and is supported by the 
Italian Ministry of Enterprises and Made in Italy. 
 

Biographical notes. Sculptor Maria Cristina Carlini began her artistic journey working with 
ceramics in the early 1970s in Palo Alto, California, later expanding her practice to include 
materials such as stoneware, iron, corten steel, and reclaimed wood. 
She has exhibited in numerous solo and group exhibitions in public and private venues in 
Italy and internationally, receiving awards and honors. Her monumental sculptures are 
permanently installed across three continents: Europe, America, and Asia. 
In January 2025, the artist officially opened the Fondazione Maria Cristina Carlini ETS, 
established to preserve and promote the vast artistic and documentary heritage produced 
over more than fifty years of activity. The foundation’s Artistic Director is Marco Eugenio Di 
Giandomenico. 
Numerous publications have accompanied Carlini’s artistic activity. Important critics who 
have written about her work include Paolo Campiglio, Luciano Caramel, Claudio Cerritelli, 
Vittoria Coen, Guo Xiao Chuan, Martina Corgnati, Gillo Dorfles, Carlo Franza, Maria Fratelli, 
Chiara Gatti, Flaminio Gualdoni, Yacouba Konaté, Frédérique Malaval, Laurence Pauliac, 
Elena Pontiggia, and Cortney Stell. She lives and works in Milan. 
www.mariacristinacarlini.com – www.fondazionemariacristinacarlini.it 
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